
Em ulat ion Handbook

Every Day /  David Levithan

In t he book  "Every day" , t he m ain charact er , ?A? does not  l ive a norm al l i fe. It  has 
no gender , Race, sexualit y, or  fam ily. Every Day ?A? wakes up in a new body. It  can 
be a gir l, a boy, black , or  whit e as long as t hat  person is t he sam e age. ?A? falls in 
love w it h a gir l nam ed Rhiannon. Over  t im e t hey form  a f r iendship, but  ?A? want s it  
t o be m ore. However  Rhiannon feels l ike she can't  do t hat . She t hen st ops seeing 
?A? because she can?t  love each person everyday. It  is a com plicat ed rom ance.

by Rasa Watson



Com ponent  #1: Point  of  View

The aut hor ?s point  of  view  changes 
every day. It  st ays f ir st  person for  
t he m ost  par t , however  because 
t he m ain charact er , ?A?, sw it ches 
bodies everyday, you are able t o 
get  t hought s f rom  so m any 
dif ferent  people, or  at  least  
t hought s t hey had in t he past . The 
only t h ing w it h t h is is t hat  t he 
point  of  view  isn't  om niscient . The 
m ain charact er  can only see t heir  
own t hought s of  t he person's body 
?A? is in.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

The point  of  view  is im por t ant  t o t he book  overall because it  af fect s 
how t he book  is read, all of  t he t h ings t hat  are said and done are 
looked at  a cer t ain way because of  t he point  of  view. The way ?A? 
int eract s w it h people it  alm ost  feels l ike double f ir st  person.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This gives t he reader  an insight  on what  is happening. You are given so 
m uch t o t h ink  about . You see what  it  is l ike every day, l iving in a 
dif ferent  body and l i fe. The point  of  view  is a key par t  of  t he st ory 
because it  af fect s t he way you see t he st ory. The point  of  view  gives you 
insight , not  only what  t he m ain charact er  is seeing, doing, saying, and 
feeling, but  t he t h ings t he body has t hought  and felt .

?My m ind is t horoughly 
w rong out , but  I can t ell 
Nat han Daldry has 
got t en a good night ?s 
sleep. Nat han is a good 
guy. Everyt hing in his 
room  is in order .?
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Com ponent  #2: Chapt er  set  up 

The chapt ers are 
unpredict able when it  
com es t o lengt h. Each 
chapt er  is a dif ferent  day. 
They can be as shor t  as 
half  a page or  as long as 28 
pages. There are 41 
chapt ers in t h is book . 
Because t he m ain 
charact er , ?A?, wakes up in 
a new body each day, each 
day is a new chapt er . The 
t it les for  t he chapt ers are 
Days 5994 t hrough 6034. 

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

Chapt er  t i t les norm ally gives t he reader  foresight  of  t he chapt er  you 
are about  t o read. In Every Day, t he chapt er  t i t les are day num bers. 
This is im por t ant  because it  t el ls t he reader  t hat  it  is a new day, and 
?A? w il l  be in a new body, in a new place.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

At  f ir st  t he reader  is confused w it h t h is elem ent  of  t he book . But  as 
t he days, or  chapt ers cont inue t he reader  realizes t hat  each 
chapt er  is a new day, in a new body.

Chapt er  t i t les include:

Day 5994

Day 5995

Day 5999

Day 6000

Day 6017

ect .



Com ponent  #3: Nar rat ion

The book  ?Every Day? has an 
int erest ing point  of  view  t he 
nar rat ion is dif ferent  t oo. 
The nar rat ion t ells bot h 
what  t he m ain charact er  ?A? 
is seeing and doing, as well 
as what  he is t h ink ing.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

The Nar rat ion is im por t ant  
t o t he book  so t hat  t he 
reader  can know what  is 
happening in t he book . In 
t he Quot e above t he aut hor  
descr ibes what  is going on 
in his head as well as how 
he feels physically and 
em ot ionally. He descr ibes 
t he t h ings ?A? sees.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

The nar rat ion of  t he of  t he book  provides an out l ine for  t he way t he 
st ory is t old. The Point  of  view  t ells t he reader  what  is happening 
t hrough f irst  person, but  t he nar rat ion gives a deeper  underst anding 
of  what  is happening in t he st ory.

?Kelsea Cook?s m ind is a 
dark  place. Even before I 
open m y eyes,I know t his. 
Her  m ind is an unquiet  one, 
words and t hought s and 
im pulses const ant ly 
crashing int o each ot her . My 
own t hought s t ry t o asser t  
t hem selves w it h in t h is 
noise. The body responds by 
break ing int o a sweat . I t ry 
t o rem ain calm , but  t he 
body conspires against  t hat , 
t r ies t o drown m e in 
dist or t ion.?

Middle of  page 120



My Em ulat ion: What  i t old Maya
Monday:

It s Monday. I don?t  need t o look  out side t o see t hat  it 's rain ing. I'm  not  look ing 
forward t o t h is week. I get  dressed and ready t o go t o school. I look  at  t he t im e and 
see it  7:30. I'm  lat e again. When I f inally get  t o school I?m  soaked f rom  t he rain. I k ind 
of  just  go t hrough t he day, all I want  t o do is go hom e and sleep.

I end up going t o m y best  f r iend Jada?s house af t er  school. While I?m  t here she get s a 
t ext  f rom  Jam al.

?Hey cut ie.?

We looked at  each ot her  shocked.

?Doesn't  he go out  w it h Maya? I ask  her .

?Yeah. But  I wanna see what  he want s.? Maya says as he responds t o his m essage.

?what 's up?? t he t ext  says

?You should be m y gir l af t er  ball season.?

Jam al isn?t  st aying loyal t o Maya. I want  t o t el l  her  but  I know she's going t o be hur t . 
And what  if  m y best  f r iend doesn't  want  her  t o know.

?Are you going t o say anyt hing t o Maya??, I asked.

?I don't  know ?, was her  response.

So I just  let  t hem  t alk .

Tuesday:

Today seem s pret t y norm al. School and not hing planned for  af t er  school. But  what  
happened yest erday was st i l l  l inger ing in m y m ind. I have t o t el l  Maya.

I go over  t o her  dur ing lunch and sit  down w it h her . She?s sm il ing at  m e. she has no 
idea what  I'm  about  t o t el l  her .

?Maya, I have t o t el l  you som et hing and it  isn't  easy t o t el l  you.?

?Ok. what  is it ?? she asked.

?Jam al has been t ext ing ot her  gir ls and f l ir t ing w it h t hem?

?Who!? she want s t o know.

I can't  really say who but  I just  want ed you know and be careful.?

She looks upset  now like I st ole her  favor it e possession.

?Where is he now? ? she whispered angr i ly as she st ood up.



#3:

 The t h ird elem ent  I w rot e about  was t he nar rat ion of  t he book . 
Leviat han descr ibes what  is going on while it  is occur r ing. For  m y 
em ulat ion I w rot e som e of  t he act ions as t hey were happening. I did t h is 
af t er  t he dialogue.

#2:

 The second elem ent  I chose 
was t he chapt ers and t heir  
set up. Each chapt er  In t he 
book  is a new day, and t he 
t it les for  each day is a 
num ber .

For  m y wr it ing I also 
separat ed it  day by day. 
However  m ine is labeled t he 
nam e of  which weekday it  
is, such as ?Monday.?

Annot at ions

#1:

David Levit han uses a unique 
point  of  view , t hat  is hard t o 
replicat e, or  use in a dif ferent  
way. So what  I did was have t he 
m ain charact er  in f ir st  person, 
but  t he m ain charact er  knows 
m ore t han anot her  person.
?She?s sm il ing at  m e. she has no 
idea what  i 'm  about  t o t el l  her . 
?



About  The Aut hors

David Levit han is a 45 year  old Teen 
and adult  novelist . He l ives in 
Hoboken, New jersey. He spend a lot  
of  h is t im e in New York  edit ing books. 
He doesn't  really l ike t alk ing about  
h im self , but  he enjoys t alk ing about  
h is work . Levit han has wr it t en around 
30 books. He wrot e his f ir st  book  in 
2003, and is st i l l  w r it ing t oday. He 
doesn't  only w r it e his own book , he 
does collaborat ions as well. One of  h is 
personal t radit ions is releasing a 
valent ine novel every year . If  you 
would l ike t o read any of  h is work  you 
can check  out  Boy Meets Boy, Realm of 
possibility, The lover?s Dictionary, and 
so m any m ore.
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