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The basic plot  of  t h is novel  is cent ered  around t he epic 
journey of  Michael MacCam br idge, which followed t he t rails of  
t he NFL ear ly on. MacCam br idge's hist ory of  pro foot ball 
st ar t ed r ight  before Wor ld War  2. The cent erpiece is Pet e 
Rozelle, who becam e t he NFL?s com m issioner  at  33, and 
ensured spor t  cult ural ascendancy. MacCam br idge also 
considered t he spor t ?s t rack  when it  com es t o race, he said 
t hat  t he NFL?s black  foot ball players were in t he f ield m ont hs 
before Jack ie Robinson, h ighlight ing players l ike Paul Younger  
and Jim  Brown. This plot  is very int erest ing because it ?s w r it t en 
by a form er  journalist , MacCam br idge, also explains how and 
why foot ball surpassed baseball nat ionally. The Am er ican 
foot ball league had a lot  of  m arket ing, t elevision cont ract s, 
and f rom  am ongst  t hem  all t he r ise of  t he Super  Bow l, we all 
wat ch t oday in our  hom es rout ing for  our  hom e t eam .

Plot  sum m ary 
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Dedicat ed 

I dedicat e t h is project  t o 

MacCam br idge, Miss Pohom a, My 

f r iends, fam ily, and m yself  for  

work ing hard and br ing t he best  of  

m y work . The people I just  nam ed, 

w it h t hought  t hem  m y project  

couldn´ t  have been power ful, so 

t hank  you for  all your  suppor t .
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[Book-Based: Nar rat ion]

What 's t h is elem ent ?

The aut hor  uses Nar rat ion as a t ool, we know t his since he 
const ant ly gives relevant  inform at ion about  t he event s he was 
seen, and int eract ed w it h. What  t he aut hor  is doing here is 
exploit ing a lot  of  pressure t o t he reader , but  not  t oo m uch t hat  t he 
reader  is unable t o have access t o t heir  personal l ives. This is 
im por t ant  t o t he audience of  readers because t hey want  t o l ist en 
t o a dif ferent  st ory for  once. Som et im es people st ar t  t o have 
enough of  w inning, it 's just  t he fu ll nat ure of  a hum an, t hey want  
t o see st ruggles t hat  can connect  t o t heir  wor ld, m ak ing t hem  not  
feel disconnect ed or  lef t  out . Just  l ike a 5-year -old k id would not  
t h ink  it  is fair  for  a group of  k ids his age t o go out side, but  he?s 
prohibit ed. Anot her  t h ing t he aut hor  is doing is t ak ing bit s and 
pieces of  people's quot es, and requot ing t hem  in a way t hat  would 
m ake sense t o an audience, t hat ?s why you f ind in AMERICA?S GAME 
t here's a lot  m ore analysis t han cont ext .

  ?We were l ike Joe McCar t hy running around t he count ry? 

pg 280

?Spor t s began t o change,and t he relat ionship bet ween fans 
and at hlet es? p.280

Quot es:
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It  is im por t ant  overall because it  m eans t hat  it  br ings 
at t ent ion t o t he audience, and t hat  m akes anyone t hat  
encount ers it  t o want  t o read m ore and t ake som et hing 
f rom  it , a valuable lesson or  change. The chronology of  
t he words visually really shows a lot , when you encount er  
a page w it h m any paragraphs you have t he t hought  t hat  
som et hing im por t ant  is about  t o t ake place. When 
MacCam br idge st ar t s t o speak  about  t he relat ionship 
bet ween fans and at hlet es it  really opens up a new wor ld 
of  people, he explains it  as ?a great er  self -awareness on 
bot h sides of  t he equat ion? which when you t h ink  about  
it  m akes sense, because if  you?ve m issed underst ood one 
par t  of  t he equat ion odd?s are t hat  your  answer  w il l  be 
incor rect .

Why does it  m at t er?

6



What 's t he im pact  on t he reader? 

The elem ent  of  int erest  m akes t he reader  know t he feeling of  
having t o go t hrough all t hese st ruggles as McCam br idge, a 
st ruggle m ost  would rat her  be blind t o because t hey are aware 
of  t he dangers it  could br ing t o t heir  l ives. The reader  st ar t s t o 
feel socially engaged, because when speak ing about  a spor t  t hat  
went  t hrough racial discr im inat ion, what  hist ory can it  not  give 
you?

I select ed t hese sect ion of  t he novel because it  seem s t o give a 
l i t t le bit  of  everyt hing in t he 458-page book .The st yle I w il l  be 
quot ing represent s t he organizat ion of  t he plot  sequence 
beginning analysis m iddle cont ext  and end analysis. AMERICA'S 
GAME by MacCam br idge, it  is unique in it self  and gives a real 
feel t o t he love and passion of  t he spor t  of  foot ball.
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[Book-Based: Organizat ion]

What 's t h is elem ent ?

The aut hor  here is organizing t he book  m ost ly 
chronologically, but  w it h a few  f lashbacks.These 
f lashbacks serve t o give a br ief  m om ent  of  
im por t ance, or  t im ing, an exam ple being t he 
f lashback  of  t he cool w int er  when t he Cleveland 
Ram s and t he Washingt on redsk ins faced of f , t h is 
shows t hat  t h is gam e was signif icant  for  
Am er icans. Ever  since t he very beginning of  t he 
novel we see t he st yle of  organizat ion t ake place.

?Bundled in a heavy w int er  coat  and spor t ing a 
beaver  sk in hat ? pg.3

?Just  one season af t er  t he 1944 squad lost  six of  
i t s last  seven gam es, t he Ram s rebounded t o 
becom e t he surpr ise of  t he NFL?p.3

I select ed t h is sect ion of  t he novel t o analyze 
because it  shows som e use of  com m as which t he 
aut hor  does a lot  of .

Quot es:
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Why does it  m at t er? 

There was a lot  of  descr ipt ive  w r it ing. The reader  is alm ost  
brought  back  t o t he 1900?s when foot ball played a big role 
just  l ike baseball w it h Jack ie Robinson. McCam br idge t akes 
advant age of  l i t erary devices such as set t ing, t one, m ood 
and m ost  im por t ant ly foreshadow ing. He wr it es long 
paragraphs t hat  give a lot  of  background inform at ion, but  
in order  t o prevent  t he reader  f rom  being lost  he uses 
com m as t o prevent  run-ons. The quot es cent ralize t heir  
at t ent ion t o t he Ram s surpr ising achievem ent s, t hey 've 
never  been t he best  t eam , but  t hey never  gave up so t hey 
succeeded.
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What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This elem ent  m akes t he reader  ref lect  on t he 
brut al yet  nat ural cold environm ent , and really 
m akes you  feel as if  you were put  in t he aut hor 's 
shoes. This is im por t ant  overall because in t he f ir st  
chapt er  we felt  a sense of  presence at  t he f ir st  
foot ball gam e, it  was a bit t er  and cold w int er , w it h 
t he Ram s a head  t he scoreboard.The way t he 
aut hor  has  used organizat ion really shows t he 
dif ference bet ween bor ing and int erest ing t o t he 
audience of  readers
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[Sent ence-Based Fancy Vocab]

.. 

What 's t h is elem ent ?

?In put t ing t oget her  highlight s of  t he 
t eam?s 1978 season, which had ended 
w it h t he Cowboys bat t l ing t he St eelers, 
he called Dallas ?Am er ica?s Team?p.324

The aut hor  is using a lot  of  
fancy vocab and foot ball 
t erm inology, what  t h is does 
is br inging in people t hat  
share an int erest  in t he 
foot ball wor ld.Som e of  t hese 
words couldn't  have been 
underst ood by som e people, 
and t he reason is t hat  t hey 
don?t  share a direct  
relat ionship w it h foot ball. 
The aut hor 's st yle is unique 
in it self , before int roducing 
t he event s he gives us a 
br ief  biography about  t he 
person.

Quot e:

11



Why does it  m at t er?

How it ?s im por t ant  t o t he overall book  is because t he foot ball 
t erm inologies such as ?Am er ica?s Team? say so m uch t hat  is well 
beyond t he reader 's com prehension. Am er ica?s Team  was t he 
nam e given t o t he Dallas Cowboys, t hey were responsible for  a 
quar t er  of  t he t eam 's m erchandise sold by t he NFL proper t ies. 
The im por t ance of  Cowboys t o t he fans and t he NFL was very 
st r ik ing, t he NFL's f i lm  producer  Bob Ryan was overseeing t he 
Cowboy highlight s, he was so int r igued t hat  he said, ?The nam e 
st uck , and only added fuel t o t he f ire? t h is just  shows m ore and 
m ore t he love people shared w it h t he gam e of  foot ball.
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What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This elem ent  m akes t he reader  know t hat  foot ball is a lot  m ore 
t han just  foot ball players being at hlet ic, very st rong, very 
aggressive, or  very com pet it ive, but  foot ball players having so 
m uch hist ory behind  t hem . it s about   going t hrough 
discr im inat ion, going t hrough st ruggles. The elem ent  m akes t he 
reader  know t hat  foot ball is about  love, f r iendship, unit y, helping 
each ot her  st and up, car ing m ore about  your  t eam m at es m ore 
t han you, know ing foot ball is not  about  w inning but  unit ing.
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My Em ulat ion: [Panic]

The f loors si lk iness had been im plied w it h carefulness and 
precision, t he t ype of  hom e you?d f ind t reasures, a count ry st yle 
int er ior  w it h a gr inny plywood, t he w indow ?s blinds would hit  
ont o t he aut hent ic w indow m ural as t he door  m ade a rust l ing 
sound as foot st eps were heard, t he open w indow was all I saw  as 
I t urned m y back . No sound, not  even t he birds t hat  would 
occasionally be out  t o eat  t he crum bs t hat  have t o feel f rom  t he 
f reshly t oast ed bread were near , t h ings were dif ferent  I could 
feel m y m ind ask ing w il l  everyt hing be okay?, again as I looked 
no one, but  som et hing was breat hing upst airs.

The night  when t he wor ld changed won?t  st op t aunt ing m e, t h is 
was a night  when people?s faces had not hing lef t  t o hide, a night  
where fat hers saw  t heir  daught er  be t aken and t or t ured by 
hor r ible diseases, a night  when t he cold dest royed all crops t hat  
have ever  exist ed k il l ing infant s and anim als, what  a lost  have 
we faced. The f lashbacks were t r iggered aut om at ically af t er  
hear ing t he noise of  a l iving t h ing upst airs, i t ?s been 15 years 
since I?ve seen any hum ans, or  anim als, 15 harsh years of  
bat t l ing t o survive t h is t er r ifying apocalypse, I was unconscious 
for  15 years. 

Tim e has com e t o uncover  what  was hiding in t he upst airs area, 
t he st airs m ade an em phat ic sound, t he m om ent  was t ense 
looked up localizing a closed-door  st ained w it h som et hing I?ve 
never  seen before, I gent ly approached t he per im et er  why a long 
st eel spear , inside I could st i l l  feel i t  breat hing get t ing louder  and 
louder , alm ost  as if  i t  sensed m y presence. I quick ly opened t he 
door  w it h lot s of  force, t here it  was an am phibious creat or  of  so 
sor t  feeding on t he corpse of  m y Dog Kelly.
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Annot at ion # 1 [Nar rat ion]

I'm using element #1 which is Narration by demonstrating the style of 
writing of my author, the way I used his style was by initially using a lot 
of commas in order to prevent run-ons and to prevent the reader from 
being disengaged with the plot of the story. The impact of the story is 
to overwhelm the reader with both realistic and creative story that 
could illustrate a real-life situation especially since climate change is a 
real thing, I was hoping to get the reader to feel engaged and intrigued 
with what?s next to come?

The floors silkiness had been implied with 
carefulness and precision, the type of home you?d 
find treasures, a country style interior with a 
grinny plywood, the window?s blinds would hit 
onto the authentic window mural as the door 
made a rustling sound as footsteps were heard, 
the open window was all I saw as I turned my 
back.
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Annot at ion # 2 [Organizat ion & Flashback

I?m using element #2 which is Organization by pointing 
out how MacCambridge the author of AMERICA?S GAME 
uses flashbacks at certain moments in time to just give 
some history or an event that might have shaped a 
character's life going forward. It makes the story feel 
more appreciable to the reader because the reader 
knows that the author is not trying to be conceded, but 
open to telling a truthful and open story, I'm hoping 
that the reader feels like getting in depth with the story 
and starting to foreshadow different possibilities that 
are important events, which even the author himself is 
incapable of thinking of.

?The night when the world changed 
won?t stop taunting me, this was a night 
when people?s faces had nothing left to 
hide, a night where fathers saw their 
daughter be taken and tortured by 
horrible diseases, a night when the cold 
destroyed all crops that have ever 
existed, killing infants and animals?
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Annot at ion # 3 [Fancy Vocab]

I?m  using elem ent  #3 which is Fancy Wording by int erpret ing 
MacCam br idge. My aut hor  uses t hese words at  m om ent s of  
int ensit y where t he last ing you should be expect ing is a 
charact er  dying, but  inst ead, he wasn't  you t o be t aught  a 
valuable lesson by an at hlet e or  person. Fancy wording im pact s 
t he st ory by giving cer t ain charact ers t o have a relat ionship 
only t hey could ever  underst and, it  l ike m ak ing a handshake 
w it h your  best  f r iend, t he point  is charact ers don?t  develop 
t hose sk il ls unt i l  lat er  in t he st ory or  if  t hey already had pr ior  
exper ience and underst anding. I hope t hat  Fancy wording w il l  
af fect  t he reader  because it ?s not  a pr ivi lege and it  is not  given 
t o everyone, it  could also be an enjoym ent  for  young readers 
t hat  want  t o enhance t heir  reading sk il ls very rapidly. Fancy 
wording dict at es rat her  or  not  if  cer t ain words need t o be said 
at  cer t ain t im es.

Tim e has com e t o uncover  what  was hiding 
in t he upst airs area, t he st airs m ade 
emphatic sound, t he m om ent  was t ense 
looked up localizing a closed door  st ained 
w it h som et hing I?ve never  seen before
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About  The Aut hors

Micheal MacCam br idge 

Mam adou Sam assa 

MacCam br idge has w r it t en var ious books, and 
som e of  h is w r it ings have appeared in t he New 
York  Tim es, The Wall St reet  Journal, The 
Washingt on Post , Spor t s i l lust rat ed and even GQ. 
MacCam br idge edit ed t he ESPN College Foot ball 
Encyclopedia as well. He speaks about  all event s 
t hat  play a key int erest  in Foot ball Developm ent , 
he is act ually a journalist  t hat  just  feel in deep 
love and passion in t he evolut ion of  AMERICA?S 
GAME.

My nam e is Mam adou Sam assa I at t end t he Science 
Leadership Academ y of  Philadelphia, t he cit y of  brot her ly 
love, t he cit y where even cheesecake st eaks m ade hist ory, 
go down t o Gino?s I recom m end it , i f  you never  had a cheese 
st eak  you?re not  f rom  Phil ly. I?m  not  a t he t ype of  person 
t hat  would grab a book  on m y f ree t im e, but  reading is 
enjoyable when you are at  t he r ight  place and t im e. The 
book  I looked int o AMERICA?S GAME really shaped m y view  
about  at hlet es and spor t s it ?s self , I previously seen spor t s 
as a way t o get  m oney, but  once you underst and t he 
passion a person l ike MacCam br idge could have on a novel 
t here is doubt  t hat  foot ball is a it  m ore t han just  running 
down f ield.
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