
Mey mey  S eng 's  E mula t ion  Ha nd book

L ily  is  a  f if t een yea r  o ld  g ir l l iving  in  
New Yor k, looking  f or  somet hing  t o d o 
d ur ing  w in t e r  br ea k. Wit h t he  he lp  of  her  
o ld er  br ot her , she  wr it es  a  book f il led  w it h 
d a r es d es igned  f or  a  t eena ge boy  t o 
c omp le t e. I f  he  d oes wha t  is  sa id , a  new 
r e la t ionship  c ould  be  built  be t ween t he  
t wo. 



 D ia logue

An exa mp le  of  d ia logue is  on  p a ge 31,??I ?m 
looking  f or  somet hing.' I  sa id . I  g la nc ed  a t  his  r ing  
f inger . Bingo. 'You?r e  a  ma r r ied  ma n, r ight ?'"  T he 
c ont ext  of  t his  quot e  is  t ha t  Da sh is  a sking  a  
sa lesma n a  quest ion . T his  book ha s a  p a t t e r n  t ha t  
in  ever y  p a ge, t her e  a r e  a t  lea st  one  t o t wo 
quot es. T he a ut hor  is  inc lud ing  d ia logue in t o his  
s t or y , whic h is  wher e  Da sh a nd  L ily  t a lks  t he  most . 
T his  a llows t hem t o t a lk about  how t hey  f ee l. 

What 's  t his  e lement ?

Why  d oes it  ma t t e r ? 

T his  is  imp or t a n t  t o t he  book bec a use s inc e  t his  is  
w r it t en  in  f ir s t  p er son, we ma in ly  know how t he  
na r r a t or  f ee ls. S o, if  t he  na r r a t or  wer e  t o summa r ize  
wha t  t he  ot her  p er son wa s say ing , t hen it  may  be  
b ia sed . Alt hough, when g iven t he  exa c t  quot e  by  t he  
ot her  p er son, it  ma kes t he  sc ene mor e  a c c ur a t e. 

What 's  t he  imp a c t  on  t he  r ea d er ?

T his  e lement  ma kes t he  r ea d er  know t ha t  t he  
in f or mat ion  p r esent ed  t o t hem is  r e liable. I t  a lso a llows t he  
r ea d er  f ee l inc lud ed  in  t he  s t or y  by  be ing  able  t o r ea d  t he  
c onver sa t ion  r a t her  t ha n hea r ing  a  gener a lized  ver s ion  of  
it . 



Fa nc y  Wor d ing

T his  e lement  is  us ing  la r ge  wor d s t ha t  
a r e  not  a s  c ommon a s ot her  wor d s. On p a ge 
31 of  t he  book it  s t a t es ,?T hey  c ould  house a  
whole  or p ha na ge in  her e , w it h a  f ew  ext r a  
bed s f or  t he  nuns t o f ool a r ound  in . (Pull my  
w imp le! PULL MY WI MPLE !)" . T he a ut hor  is  
us ing  a  w id e  voc abula r y  a nd  some inc lud e 
wor d s t ha t  c a n sound  p a r t ic ula r ly  f unny . S o, it  
g ives t he  book a  light  hea r t ed  f ee ling  a nd  it  
shows us mor e  about  t he  na r r a t or . 

What 's  t his  e lement ?

Why  d oes it  ma t t e r ? 

Ha ving  f a nc y  wor d ing  in  t his  book is  
esp ec ia lly  imp or t a n t  bec a use t he  na r r a t or  
in  is  a  huge book p ha na t ic . He would  a lway s 
go t o t he  libr a r y  a nd  ha s r ea d  most  of  t he  
books in  t her e. G iven t he  a mount  of  la r ge  
wor d s he  uses, t his  shows us how p a ss iona t e  
his  c ha r a c t e r  is. Also, t her e  a r e  ot her  t imes 
when he  uses la r ge  wor d s, like  when wr it ing  
le t t e r s  t o t he  ot her  na r r a t or  na med  L ily . 
T his  may  be  t o imp r ess her  w it h his  w id e  
r a nge of  voc abula r y .

What 's  t he  imp a c t  on  t he  r ea d er ?

T he e lement  of  us ing  f a nc y  wor d ing  
ma kes t he  r ea d er  f ee l t ha t  t he  na r r a t or  is  
ser ious about  his  p a ss ion  f or  wor d s. I t  a lso 
ma kes t he  s t or y  mor e  c omed ic  a nd  less  
ser ious. 



Na r r a t ion- L imit ed

T his  e lement  is  t ha t  t he  book is  w r it t en  
us ing  t he  wor d s " I , me, a nd  my se lf " . T his  
mea ns t ha t  we a r e  on ly  t o ld  wha t  t he  
na r r a t or  is  f ee ling  a nd  see ing , E ven t hough it  
is  limit ed , t he  na r r a t or  d oes a  good  j ob of  
d esc r ib ing  wha t  bot h he  a nd  she sees so we 
c a n visua lize  t he  event s. On p a ge 30  it  say s,?I  
t ur ned  a nd  sa w a  bed  sa lesma n, his  look ha lf  
a mused  a nd  ha lf  a la r med . He looked  a  lo t  l ike  
Ba r ney  Rubble.? T he a ut hor  is  us ing  good  
na r r a t ion  skills  bec a use of  t he  d esc r ip t ions 
p r esent ed .

What 's  t his  e lement ?

Why  d oes it  ma t t e r ? 

T his  e lement  is  imp or t a n t  t o t he  
book over a ll bec a use t her e  is  a  lo t  of  
in f or mat ion  t ha t  is  be ing  t o ld  a nd  it  
a llows t he  book t o be  mor e  vivid . 

What 's  t he  imp a c t  on  t he  r ea d er ?

T his  imp a c t s  t he  r ea d er  gr ea t ly  bec a use it  
he lp s  us  see  t he  ima ges in  our  hea d s f r om t he  
d e t a iled  d esc r ip t ions. S o, ins t ea d  of  j us t  be ing  
t o ld  t ha t  t her e  is  a  sa lesma n, we a r e  able  t o 
c r ea t e  a  p ic t ur e  of  him in  our  hea d s. Ha ving  t his  
ma kes r ea d er s  f ee l mor e  c omf or t able  a nd  mor e  
c onnec t ed  t o t he  s t or y .



Josh

Decem ber  1st  
At r oc ious. I f  you sea r c hed  t ha t  up  in  t he  d ic t iona r y , a  p ic t ur e  of  

my  Algebr a  quiz  might  a c t ua lly  p op  up . Wit h j us t  my  luc k, I  ha d  t ha t  
c la ss  f ir s t  p er iod  a nd  I  j us t  so hap p ened  t o lose  my  p r a c t ic e  quiz . I  
a m le f t  w it h not hing  t o s t ud y  bes id es t he  s lop p y  not es  in  my  book. I  
f ee l l ike  I  should  be  able  t o und er s t a nd  my  own wr it ing  but  I  d ec id e  
I ?m going  t o s leep  on it . 

        We ll, s leep ing  d id n?t  wor k. T he sound  of  Mr . J ones?s high p it c hed  
c r oa ky  voic e  kep t  ec hoing  in  my  hea d  say ing , ?S t ud y  f or  your  quiz  
t omor r ow kid s. I t  w ill be  10 % of  your  gr a d e?. I  t w is t ed  a nd  t ur ned  in  
my  bed , t r y ing  t o f ind  a  c omf or t able  p os it ion . 

        Not hing. I  f ee l ha gga r d . I  g la nc ed  a t  t he  br ight  r ed  le t t e r s  
g low ing  in  my  r oom, show ing  me t he  t ime. T her e  it  sa id  ?3 :34  a m?. My  
mom is  a s leep  so I  would  ha ve t o s low ly  t ip t oe  d own t he  s t a ir s. 

        S quea k. Luc kily , t ha t  d id  not  wa ke her  up . Cont inuing  d own my  
c a r p e t ed  s t a ir s , I  gr abbed  my  lap t op  a nd  d ec id ed  t o sea r c h up  mat h 
t ip s. Might  a s  we ll s t ud y  t he  ba s ic s  of  wha t  wa s sa id  t o be  on my  t es t . 

      For  wha t  f e lt  l ike  yea r s  of  s t ud y ing , t he  c loc k on ly  sa id  ?5 :5 9  a m?. 
Next  t hing  t o d o: ge t  r ea d y  f or  t he  sc hool. G oing  t o sc hool w it hout  a ny  
s leep  is  wor t h it  I  guess, bec a use now I  f ee l somewhat  mor e  p r ep a r ed  
f or  t he  t es t .

      I  ha st ily  ma d e it  t o  t he  bus s t op  j us t  in  t ime a nd  got  of f  in  f r on t  
of  my  sc hool. Mr . J ones looked  way  t oo hap p y  t his  mor n ing , esp ec ia lly  
when it  wa s a  t es t ing  d ay . I n  f a c t , he  looked  like  he  wa nt ed  t o g ive  
t his  t es t  on  a  Mond ay  mor n ing  t o r ec e ive  t he  gr ump y  looks f r om us. 

      ?G ood  mor n ing  c la ss. I t  t ur ns  out  t ha t  I  f or got  t o t ea c h you a ll a  
sec t ion  of  wha t  wa s going  t o be  on t he  t es t  so I  w ill move it  t o  
T hur sd ay ,? Mr . J ones a nnounc ed .

      Allevia t ion . I  never  knew a  s imp le  sent enc e c ould  ma ke a ll t he  
s t r ess  f ly  of f  my  should er s.



My  Annot a t ions

I  used  t wo quot es in  my  s t or y  a nd  I  a m hop ing  t ha t  t his  g ives t he  r ea d er s  
a  mor e  p r ec ise  f ee l, l ike  t hey  a r e  ge t t ing  t he  f ull s t or y . I  hop e t ha t  t he  
r ea d er  f ee ls  like  t hey  a r e  t her e  a t  t he  moment , hea r ing  a n exa c t  quot e  
f r om someone r a t her  t ha n hea r ing  a  gener a liza t ion  of  wha t  t he  p er son 
sa id . For  exa mp le  I  w r ot e ,'?G ood  mor n ing  c la ss. I t  t ur ns  out  t ha t  I  f or got  
t o t ea c h you a ll a  sec t ion  of  wha t  wa s going  t o be  on t he  t es t  so I  w ill 
move it  t o  T hur sd ay ,' Mr . J ones a nnounc ed .'"

Annot a t ion  # 1

Annot a t ion  # 2

I  used  f a nc y  wor d s t ha t  I  nor ma lly  d o not  use. I  hop e t ha t  t his  g ives t he  
s t or y  a  mor e  f unny  vibe  t o it  bec a use some of  t he  b ig  wor d s a r e  
unc ommon a nd  may  sound  s t r a nge t o t he  r ea d er s. T his  c ould  a lso even 
ma ke t he  r ea d er s  mor e  c ur ious about  wha t  t he  wor d  mea ns a nd  use  
c ont ext  c lues t o f igur e  it  out . For  exa mp le , I  w r ot e ,"At r oc ious. I f  you 
sea r c hed  t ha t  up  on t he  d ic t iona r y , a  p ic t ur e  of  my  Algebr a  quiz  might  
a c t ua lly  p op  up ."

Annot a t ion  # 3

T he t hir d  e lement  t ha t  I  used  wa s a  ver y  d e t a iled  f ir s t  p er son na r r a t ion . 
I  hop e t ha t  t his  ma kes t he  s t or y  ver y  in f or mat ive  a nd  d esc r ip t ive. T he 
e f f ec t  I  a m hop ing  t o ha ve on t he  r ea d er  is  hop ef ully  a llow  t he  r ea d er s  t o 
visua lize  wha t  is  going  on in  t he  sc ene. For  exa mp le , I  w r ot e , " I  g la nc ed  a t  
t he  br ight  r ed  le t t e r s  g low ing  in  my  r oom, show ing  me t he  t ime."
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